THE WORK OF ART AND THE SPECTATOR 


in and capable of appreciating aesthetically works of 
art can in the course of his or her life not only ap- 
preciate aesthetically that same work of art an infinite 
number of times but also that he or she can appreci- 
ate aesthetically an infinite number of works of art 

an infinite number of times (5) both processes can be 
engaged in only by Homo sapiens who are inseparable from 
particular spatial and temporal coordinates--the first 
closing in the life of a work of art takes place only 
because a given potential creator of works of art is 
spatially and temporally situated / that phenomenon can 
not be transformed into one that is autonomous and aes- 
thetic unless in the period between first and second 
closings the potential creator is at the same time not 
only spatially and temporally situated but also con- 
scious of those spatiotemporal coordinates /if a po- 
tential appreciator of works of art were not spatially 
and temporally situated he would not at a given moment 
become interested in appreciating aesthetically a given 
work of art, he would not address himself to that 

work of art, he would not be capable of appreciating 
aesthetically that work of art to which he had addressed 
himself. Is it not possible that the process of cre- 
ating autonomcus-aesthetic phenomena and the process of 
appreciating aesthetically phenomena that are at the 
same time autonomous and aesthetic are for all intents 
and purposes the same process? Is to affirm that cre- 
ation and appreciation are essentially the same process 
to affirm that all those Homo sapiens who are interested 
in and capable of appreciating aesthetically an autono- 
mous-aesthetic phenomenon and who do so are interested 
in and capable of creating a work of art? [In principle 
perhaps but not in practice the majority of those Homo 
sapiens who are interested in and capable of appreci- 
ating aesthetically works of art and who do so are not 
at all interested in creating works of art even though 
they are capable of doing so.] Is to affirm that cre- 
ation and appreciation are essentially the same process 
to affirm that all those Homo sapiens who are interested 
in and capable of creating works of art and who do so 
are interested in and capable of appreciating aestheti- 
cally works of art that they themselves and/or others 
have brought into existence? [Certainly the probability 
that someone who has created a work of art will in the 
course of his life appreciate aesthetically a work of 
art is greater than the probability that a randon appreci- 
ator of works of art will in the course of his life-time 
bring into existence an autonomous~aesthetic phenomenon. ] 





